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crepant statements, we must point the reader back to the
contention of the Syrians, who declare that, as a matter of
fact, their own children are excluded from the higher schools.
As to the income of the convent, they maintain the whole
financial system to be so rotten that no one knows whence
it comes or whither it goes. The controversy plainly has
two sides. It is in effect a controversy between a wealthy
corporation, determined to keep control of the funds which
it has been the means of collecting, but also using its power
to control ecclesiastical legislation outside of its own imme-
diate jurisdiction, and the people who undoubtedly benefit
by it, but who, as undoubtedly, have lost many of their
rights because of its dominating influence.
III.   the jacobite or old syrian church
The ecclesiastical body which we are now about to
consider is known to the outside world by two names:
the Jacobite Church and the Old Syrian Church; but the
members themselves dislike the former title. Both names
serve to distinguish it from the Syrian Catholics. Its head-
quarters are at the monastery Deir-ez-Za'fer&n, near Mardfn,
which became the seat of the Jacobite Patriarch of Antioch,
in the eleventh century.1 The bulk of the old Syrians in-
habit Mesopotamia, only about one-tenth being found in
Syria. Of the total number in the Turkish Empire widely
varying estimates are made. Parry notes the ignorance of
the patriarch in regard to the number of his flock,2 but esti-
mates the Turkish subjects under his control as being
somewhere between one hundred and fifty thousand and
two hundred thousand.3 With this estimate that of Tozer
agrees.4 Parry states, however, that the number of Jaco-
bites in Syria proper, "in the villages scattered about Hums
and Damascus," is ten thousand,5 which is only about half
*"Six Months in a Syrian Monastery," p. 300, by O. H. Parry
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4 "The Church and the Eastern Empire," p. 80, by H. B. Tozer.
8 Vide supra, p. 345.

